ECON 306: Intermediate Microeconomic Theory 




   Fall 2005


Sections: 0501-0503 







Professor Coughlin

Lecture: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-10:45 (PLS 1140)

Discussion Class:  0501: Wednesday 10:00-10:50 (TYD 0101)





      0502: Wednesday
11:00-11:50 (TYD 1101)
      

      0503: Wednesday
12:00-12:50 (TYD 1114)

Course Website

www.bsos.umd.edu/econ/coughlin/econ306

(The website has contact information and other useful information for the course.)

Books

One Required:

Hal R. Varian, Intermediate Microeconomics, Sixth Edition

One Recommended:

Larry Goldstein, David Lay and David Schneider, Calculus and its Applications

Prerequisites

ECON 200 (Principles of Microeconomics)

ECON 201 (Principles of Macroeconomics)

MATH 220 (Elementary Calculus I) or MATH 140 (Calculus I)

 

Overview

The purpose of ECON 306 is to provide you with an intermediate-level treatment of microeconomic theory.  The material in this course will, accordingly, build on ideas that are covered in the Principles courses.  The specific parts of the textbook that will be covered will be announced as we go through the semester.

Homework

There will be homework assignments throughout the semester.  Some of the homework problems will be available at the website for Aplia, while others will be available directly from our course website.  Information for logging on to Aplia is available on our website.  Both the Aplia problems and those from our website are required for the course.   Aplia problems must be submitted directly at the Aplia website by 10am on the due date.  The problems from our website are to be turned in to the Discussion Leader at the beginning of your Discussion Class on the due date.

Schedule of Exams

1st Mid Term Exam: Thursday, September 22nd (9:30-10:45) 

Make-up for the 1st Mid Term Exam: Thursday, September 29th (9:30-10:45)

2nd Mid Term Exam: Thursday, November 3rd (9:30-10:45)

Make-up for the 2nd Mid Term Exam: Thursday, November 10th (9:30-10:45)

Final Exam: Friday, December 16th (8:00-10:00)

Make-up for the Final Exam: Friday, December 23rd (8:00-10:00)

(The locations for the exams will be announced)

The exams will be based on (1) Assigned material in the textbook that’s covered in Lectures; (2) Assigned material from the textbook that’s not covered in Lectures; (3) Material covered in Lectures that’s not in the textbook.

Each exam question will be either a multiple-choice or a true-false question.

Each student is required to take all three exams. 

Disability Support Services

If a student with a documented physical or learning disability requires special accommodation for an exam, appropriate accommodations can be made. The deadline for making such arrangements for a particular exam is one week before the exam. 

One week before the exam, the student must provide (1) a written request and (2) documentation from the Disability Support Services Section of the University. 

Use of Electronic Devices

Calculators are only recommended, and not required, for this course. If you want to use one on the exams, the only type of calculator you will be permitted to use is a simple one, such as the Sharp EL-233 GB model. Graphing calculators, programmable calculators, PDAs, cell phones, computers and any other devices on which text may be stored are not permitted.

Rules for Makeup Exams

A student will be eligible to take a makeup exam only if the student is (1) absent from the original exam because of one of the legitimate causes listed in the undergraduate catalog and (2) within one week of the missed exam, furnishes his or her Discussion Leader with documentary support for the assertion that the absence resulted from one of these causes. 

If a student misses an exam and the subsequent Make-up Exam (and can document that both absences resulted from legitimate reasons), the weight that would have been given to that exam will be added to the weight used for that student’s Final Exam.

Grading

The student grades will be determined at the end of the semester. Your grade will be based on the number of points that you get.  The points that will be available are as follows.

1st Mid Term Exam: 100 Points 

2nd Mid Term Exam: 100 Points 

Final Exam: 110 Points 

Homework: 90 Points 

TOTAL: 400 Points 

Let x be the percentage of the available points that you get. Grades will be assigned as follows.

A: 90% ≤ x      B: 80% ≤ x < 90%      C: 70% ≤ x < 80%      D: 60% ≤ x < 70%      F: x < 60%

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty is a corrosive force in the academic life of a university.  It jeopardizes the quality of education and depreciates the genuine achievements of others.

For further information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the Undergraduate Catalog.

